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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS

Scope of the Database

• Comprehensive

• Multi-disciplinary

• International 

• Bibliographic
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Using Boolean strategy

• combining terms/concepts for searching

Boolean operators:
• AND – contains all the terms

Example: soccer and injury                   (Results=1641)
• OR – either one or other, not necessarily both

Example: injury or risk                        (Results=67,061)
injury or risk or diagnosis

• NOT – excludes the term following the NOT operator
Example: injury not risk (Results=48,744)

• Parentheses
Example: (soccer and injury) not risk (Results=1484)
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Truncation and Wildcard:

• Add * at the end of a word
Example: bowl* finds bowl, bowls, bowling, bowler, bowlers

• Add ? within a word 
Example: colo?r finds colour and color

• Beware: unrelated terms
Example: dog* finds the plural dogs, but also the unrelated term

dogma.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Options available on the 3 Platforms:

Use ?Use # or ?Use ?Wild card

YesYesYesLimiters

Use *Use $ or :Use *Truncation

WebSPIRSOvidEbscoPlatform:
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Limiters

• Narrow the number of results in a specific manner, 

• One limiter is the publication date

• Example:  brain concussion with publication date 2000-
2003.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Limiters:  3 Platforms

NoNoYesDatabase Subset
NoNoYesEnglish abstract
YesYesYesCountry publication

YesAll types or periodical articles onlyYesDocument type

NoAll levels or advanced onlyYesLevel
YesAll languages or English onlyYesLanguage
YesYesYesYear published

YesYesNoLatest Update

NoYesYesFull text

WebSPIRSOvidEbscoPlatform:
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Ebsco:

Enter search 
terms. 

Limiters:  
Refine 
Search.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

Ovid:

Enter search 
terms. 

Limiters.:  
Refine Search.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Basic search techniques

WebSPIRS:

Results. Click 
Complete Record to 
see full record

Enter search 
terms. 

Limiters: Click 
Change to limit 
searhing

Click Suggest for 
alternative search 
terms related to 
entered term. 
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS

Advance search techniques

• Field searching

• Thesaurus

• Explode

• Search history / Combine terms
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Field searching

• Limits a search to terms found in a specified field of the 
database
• When to use this option.

Sample searches:

• Lachance, P. au will retrieve records where P. Lachance is 
the author. (Ovid)
•(olympism) in DE and (Sydney) in TI will narrow all records 
having olympism in the descriptor field as well as Sydney in 
the title field (WebSPIRS)

SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Field searching: Ebsco Click Advanced 
Search to search 
by field codes .

Click for Field 
Codes list. (See 
complete list 
below.)

Choose Boolean 
operator

You can also add 
limiters.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Field searching: Ebsco
AB Abstract DF Descriptors_French
FR Abstract_French DI Descriptors_Italian
GE Abstract_German DS Descriptors_Spanish
IA Abstract_Italian HC Handicapped_Codes
SA Abstract_Spanish LA Language
AU Author OL Language_of_Origin
RW Book_Reviews PB Publisher
CC Classification_Codes RE Report_Number
CO Conference SO Source
CA Corporate_Author SU Subjects_(Descriptors)
CY Country_of_Publication TI Title
DE Descriptors_English
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Field searching: Ovid
• Click on Search Fields in the Advanced Search screen.

Author, title, journal 
field searching

Click for more search 
fields

Click to display results

Enter term in Keyword
box
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Field searching: Ovid

Enter terms 
into the search 
box.

Click on the 
desired field(s)

Click Perform 
Search (top 
right).
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Field searching: WebSPIRS

SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Choose Boolean 
operator and enter 
second term and 
field.

Enter first search 
term and field.

Click to start 
search.

Search terms, 
fields and limiters 
are shown. 
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

SIRC Thesaurus

• Controlled vocabulary used in the SPORTDiscus database. 

• Structured list of terms 
– Broad, narrow and related terms 
– Preferred and non-preferred terms

• When to use this option.

• Note: Personal names cannot be searched using the 
thesaurus tool.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Explode
• When a term is “exploded”, the search is modified to include the 
search term and its narrower terms.

• When to use this option.

• Example, explode RULE 

• Search will include:(DE "RULE" OR DE "ADVANTAGE RULE"
OR DE "BY-LAWS" OR DE "DELAY OF GAME" OR DE 
"INTERFERENCE" OR DE "OFFSIDE" OR DE "OVERTIME"
OR DE "PILING ON" OR DE "RIGHT OF WAY").

• NOTE: not all terms can be exploded.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Searching with the thesaurus: Ebsco
Click on Thesaurus 
in Search screen

rule
Add term to browse 
the thesaurus

Add chosen term 
to your  search

Click Explode box 
and then Add

List of narrower 
terms/related 
terms.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Searching with the thesaurus: Ovid

Default screen is the 
Advanced Searching 
screen

Add term to search

Default is to search 
the thesaurus. Click 
off to search as a 
general keyword.
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Searching with the thesaurus: Ovid
Click Continue to 
search the term and 
return to Advanced 
Search screen and 
results.

Click Rule to search the 
thesaurus
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Searching with the thesaurus: Ovid

Scroll to view  
more terms.

List of thesaurus 
terms.

Hierarchy for
RULE

Explode box

Scope note
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Searching with the thesaurus: WebSPIRS
Click here to search 
for precise 
vocabulary 
(SIRCThesaurus)

Add term to search

Click checkbox beside 
term and click 
Explode Marked

Click term for the 
thesaurus and 
relationships 
(hierarchy). 
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Search history / Combine terms: Ebsco

SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Click to see Search 
history 

Boolean operators 
to combine terms

Combine search terms 
by clicking check box 
beside term OR 
combine with new 
terms
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Search history / Combine terms: Ovid
Click to 
combine 
terms

Choose 
terms to 
combine 
and click 
Continue

Advanced search screen Combined search screen

SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS:
Advanced search techniques

Search history / Combine terms: WebSPIRS
Click to see Search 
history 

Choose Boolean 
operator

Combine search terms 
by clicking check box 
beside term

Click display icon 
to view results
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS

Results and display record

• Ebsco: Results are displayed as brief records or you 
can see the full record by clicking the hyperlinked 
title.

• For both Ovid and WebSPIRS simply click Complete 
Record
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS

• Scope of the Database

• Basic search techniques

• Advance search techniques

• Display options

• Questions
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SEARCHING SPORTDISCUS

QUESTIONS?
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