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Nice lce : '
Canadian enginêers have devised the fastest speed-
skating rink that ever fro2e By ALtsoN KELMAN

We saw it with the Bèüing Watèr Cube aquatics
center and now again with Vaiicouver's $17 million,
Richmond Olympic Oval: Host nations love it when
world records fall on their soil, so they build venues
that up their chances. The Vancouver Olympic Com-
mittee is claiming to have created the fastest skating
track in history by making it possible to moderate the
ice temperature to be warmer and grippier in the
curves, for less slippage, and rock-solid in the straight-
aways, for all-out sprints. Here's how it's done.

Me Talk Snowboard One Day
A crash-course quiz on the slanguage you'll bear btaring over the halfpipe (or, rather,
"stunt ditch") in Vancouver By ALICTA CARR

l. A snowboarder is
said to have proper
"amplitude" if his or
her...
(a) rear end's width ex-
ceeds the distance be-
tween his or her pinkies
when the tips of the
thumbs are touching
(b) maneuvers are per-
formed aldizzying
heights above the lip
of the halfpipe
(c) iPod earbuds are
loud and leaky enough
that the garbled rhymes
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of Trouble Andrew get
picked up by NBC's
shotgun mikes

z."Oh, backsnap
gnarler!" screams the
announcer.The rider
hasjust...
(a) caught a heel edge
and slammed his head
on the snow
(b) kicked his board to
his back and executed a
1020 while holding a
long, soulful grab
(c) landed on his back

on the lip of the pipe,
folding his waist back-
ward intô a right angle

3. lt'scons¡dered
imperativetoyell
"Dropping!" before .. .
(a) lowering your pants
to a sag level-no higher
than mid-cheek-
appropriate for halfpipe
competition
(b) starting a run, so
your fellow riders have
time to get their digi-
cams out

(c) executing a stage
dive from the podium at
a medal ceremony

4. A snowboarder has
"bonked"when,..
(a) the brief sugar high
from hjs energy drink
ends before his run is
complete
(b) he fails to wake up
in time for the event
(c) he taps a fixed ob-
ject, like a barrel, with
his board while flying
through the air

5. "Booter" can refer
to whlch of the fol-
lowlng,?
(a) A huge Jump that
riders spend half the
day bulldlng and the
rest of lt slttlng above
(b) The hlklng trail up a
steep slope favored by
tight-pantsed back-
country sklcrs
(c) A rlder who can't
hold hls post r:ompeti-
tion llquor
(d) All of tlrc,rlrove
ANSWERS: SEE RIGHT
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